Letter to the Editor

April 9, 1942 marked one of the most tragic events in U.S. military history. On that day 63 years ago, a starving and exhausted U.S. force at Bataan in the Philippines were surrendered to the invading Japanese. The next day, more than 10,000 American soldiers, along with thousands of Filipinos, began the infamous Bataan “Death March.” One thousand American soldiers died during the 63-mile ordeal of deprivation, brutality and torture. Those who survived faced years of brutal and deadly captivity; a third of them died before the war’s end.


April 9 is National Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day, a time for America to honor and remember those veterans who gave up their freedom to protect ours. Thousands of veterans who survived enemy incarceration during World War II and the Korean War are with us today, as are those who served in Vietnam and more recent military operations. Because they have survived the trauma and deprivations of wartime captivity, these former POWs may be eligible for special benefits and services from the Department of Veterans Affairs.

For many of these aging former POWs -- most are in their eighties – time is running out. As we remember their service and their sacrifice on April 9, also remember to let them know that they should contact VA to make sure they and their spouses are receiving the benefits they deserve and have earned. They can contact a VA benefits counselor by calling toll-free 1-800-827-1000 or ask for the former POW coordinator at the nearest VA medical center. Veterans service organizations and county veterans service officers can also help.

We can all help our former POWs get the benefits they deserve.

