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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 2004
VA Reaches out to Homeless Veterans

More than 200,000 of our nation’s veterans are homeless, living on the streets, in shelters, or without assured housing, according to Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) studies.  Typically, they lack support from family and friends, are unemployed and suffer from mental and physical illnesses.

VA is the only federal agency that offers substantial hands-on assistance to homeless people.  VA provides homeless veterans with health care, domiciliary care, transitional housing and financial benefits.  VA works with hundreds of public, private, non-profit and faith-based groups to provide other services.

What can you do to help a homeless vet?  Here are some ideas:

· Volunteer at a homeless shelter or during a standdown.

· Help out at a soup kitchen or transitional housing program. 

· Volunteer to tutor or teach a basic skills training class.

· Become a volunteer at a VA domiciliary serving homeless veterans.

· Organize a clothes drive.

· Become familiar with homeless services in your area so you can provide referrals.

Please visit the VA Web site for more information on homelessness at www.va.gov/homeless, or contact your local VA medical center.

#   #   #

Office of Public Affairs


Media Relations





Washington, DC 20420


(202) 273-6000


www.va.gov





  Department of





Tip Sheet Advisory





Veterans Affairs








