Minutes from National iMedConsent™ VANTS Call 
Wednesday, July 13, 2005 

Ray Frazier, VA ESPD Project Manager 
1. Update on CCOW Patches
Dialog Medical gave an update/post-game analysis of the CCOW patch update that took place last month.

2. Advance Directive & Consent for HIV Testing Released
The 3 documents in the “Advance Care Planning” specialty were discussed and I provided clarification on the purpose of each. I posted a message to the iMed listserv asking whether the “acknowledgement” form was in use and whether it should be removed from the library. Overwhelmingly, the response was that it is not being used and is only causing confusion. As a result, the form is being removed in the August 2005 patch.

The 10-0137 in iMedConsent™ is the official VA Advance Directive form—approved by OMB. This form cannot be edited at the facility level. Some facilities choose to recommend that their patients use the state-authorized advance directive form if there are state-specific requirements that affect the validity of the 10-0137 outside the VA. A state-authorized advance health care planning document is recognized by VA as a legal instrument for health care decision-making to the extent that it does not direct any action contrary to VA policy. Those portions of a state authorized AD that are not consistent with VA policy will not be given effect. The remaining provisions may be implemented in compliance with the patient’s wishes. 

There is currently no plan to incorporate state-authorized advance directive forms into the iMedConsent system.

3. Patch-related Errors
Several sites reported errors as a result of the last patch released by Dialog Medical. These errors were subsequently resolved offline. If you have outstanding unreported problems, please contact Dialog Medical Support (support@dialogmedical.com).

4. New Content Requests
It was requested that Dialog Medical provide a list of documents that have already been requested by the field. This list has been provided (see accompanying spreadsheet). In addition, the list of consents that are available in the VA version of iMedConsent has been updated and is now available on the web (http://vaww.va.gov/vhaethics/espd/espddownloads/VA_Consents_081505.xls). Dialog Medical is also working on their Customer Service Portal to give greater transparency to end-users as to the status of their content requests.

5. Consent for Blood Transfusion
NOLA VAMC asked whether the consent for blood products that is included in the procedure consent is good for “the length of the patient’s stay.” Not necessarily. The patient gives his/her consent for the use of blood products should the need arise in the course of (or as an immediate result of) the treatment or procedure. Patients should not be asked to give their consent for transfusion in the absence of a particular need or context—e.g., upon admission to the hospital of a particular ward. More information can be found on the FAQ section of the ESPD website.

6. iMed Usage Monitor
The ability to create usage reports will come online in the August patch release of iMed.

7. Telephone Consent
iMedConsent does not yet facilitate the documentation of consent via telephone. We hope to incorporate that functionality in the next several months. In the meantime, continue to rely on your currently-instituted mechanisms for documenting consent by telephone. 
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